
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         September 25, 2015 

 

Dear GWES Parents/Guardians: 

 

On behalf of all the staff members here at General Wayne Elementary, I would like to thank everyone for 

attending our Back to School Night and/or the PTO Meeting last week.  We had a fantastic turnout for 

both and I truly hope you found the events informative and your questions were addressed. As I enter my 

eighth year as the Principal of General Wayne Elementary, it continues to be my absolute privilege to 

work with such fantastic staff, students and parents and serve this community.  

 

This year we have close to seventy new students/families, and I am especially excited to welcome them to 

our school family and look forward to getting to know each one. While I can easily acquaint myself with 

your children, since they are here each day, it is more difficult to interact with all the new families. My 

goal is always to meet and know all of you; but, I cannot do that without your help. Therefore, I 

encourage the new families, as well as anyone else, to please reach out to me. I can’t promise an 

immediate response, but I will respond and it is important to me. It doesn’t need to be a pressing matter, 

just reach out at one of many events we have throughout the year or via email and say hi or just share 

some exciting family news you might have, for example. 

 

For me, Back to School Night always triggers signs of fall and that October is right on our heels.  As I 

shared at the PTO meeting, I would like to encourage you to become actively involved in your child’s 

education.  I certainly realize that many of you lead busy lives.  However, taking just a few minutes in the 

evening to read to your child, talk with your child about their school day, or simply see that your child is 

organized for the next day can reap great benefits.  In addition, always check the GWES website for the 

last updates, events, and information.  Our website (www.gvsd.org/gw) is the ONLY place to find the 

most accurate information from the Principal or your child’s teacher regarding all school functions, 

activities and news that are district endorsed. I realize there are some other platforms, including some on 

social media that are utilized, but please know that these are not sanctioned or monitored by the school 

and can unfortunately result in conflicting and sometimes misinformation.  

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to share with you a very exciting program we are continuing this 

year.  Last year we started a partnership with an animal assisted therapy group called PAWS for People.  

PAWS (Pet Assisted Visitation Volunteer Services) for People is a group of volunteers who bring their 

specially trained therapy dogs to schools.  We will be participating in the PAWS Reading Program.  A 

trained therapy dog will spend time in the library allowing children the opportunity to read to them.  The 

Reading Program provides a non-judgmental positive reading experience; reading to the animals increases 

motivation, confidence, and helps develop better reading skills.  In addition, we have our own Therapy 

Dog, Lily, who comes to GW at least one day a week to bring comfort and joy to students and staff.  Each 

PAWS animal is a certified therapy companion which has undergone a great deal of training and 

screening to ensure good temperament, behavior, and obedience.  This is a wonderful experience for our 

students, and they look forward to the animals’ visits and forging a bond with them.  If you would prefer 

your child(ren) not participate in PAWS for Reading or with Lily please address your request in writing 

either via email to me (bcitron@gvsd.org) or a note to my attention. 

http://www.gvsd.org/gw
mailto:bcitron@gvsd.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am confident the 2015-2016 school year will be filled with both challenges and triumphs.  The GWES 

faculty is a hard-working, dedicated group of professionals committed to providing the children with a 

quality education. I look forward to seeing familiar faces and meeting new members of our special 

community. 

  

        Warm Regards, 

 

 

        Bonnie S. Citron 

        Principal 

 

Up Coming Events: 

 

September 25   Picture Day 

October 1  Author Visit Grades 4 & 5 9:45 

October 9  Fall BBQ Lunch 

 

 


